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second (4 144 — n : 32 and 28 : 1 — 29 : 1, originally consecutive), which 
contains the Thorah proper or the " Book of the Covenant." The 
" History of the Restoration of the Covenant in the Land of Moab " 
(29 : 2 — 31 : 13) is also the work of Moses, but 26 : 16 — 27 : 26 must be 
ascribed to Joshua. The great collection of laws, 12 : 1 — 26 : 15, is 
from the pen of Samuel. Moreover, the author does not believe that 
we have Deuteronomy now as it resulted from the joint work of the 
three prophets. Deuteronomy, he concludes (p. 107), is a book 
which has been both shortened and increased. It is no longer in its 
primitive shape. It is a restored book. God could have provided 
differently. He has not, however. That miracle was not necessary to 
his end. Nay, it might have interfered with it, for he wanted to punish 
the Jews for the contempt of his law, first given to them in full and 
clear, by allowing that same law to be mutilated and obscured. 

It is clear that in his conclusions the author does not go hand in 
hand with other critics ; he does so, however, in his principles ; and 
this is unquestionably the essential and durable element in his work. 
Does not many a non-Catholic clergyman envy the freedom with which 
the learned Jesuit deals with the biblical problems ? 

H. Hyvernat. 

Catholic University of America. 



The Uncanonical Writings of the Old Testament, found in 
the Armenian Manuscripts of the Library of St. Lazarus. 
Translated into English by Jacques Issaverdens. Venice : 
Armenian Monastery of St. Lazarus. Pp. 703. Fr. 8. 

This volume is a translation of a volume of Armenian apocryphs 
issued by the same press in 1896. The translation is fairly accurate, 
and although the translator is an Armenian, his diction is dignified 
and elegant. His style is modeled on that of the English Bible and 
Milton. 

The following are the apocryphs contained in the volume, 
arranged in groups as they belong together : 

1. The Book of Adam — History of the Creation and Transgression of 
Adam — Of his Expulsion — Of Cain and Abel — Of the Good Tidings of Seth 
— Of the Repentance of Adam and Eve — Adam's Words unto Seth — The 
Death of Adam. 

2. The History of Assaneth — Her Prayer — The Coming of Jacob into 
Goshen. 

3. The History of Moses. 
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4. The Deaths of the Major and Minor Prophets. 

5. Riddles of the Queen of Sheba addressed to Solomon — Concerning 
King Solomon and his Books. 

6. A History of Elias — The Preaching of Jonah. 

7. Concerning Jeremiah from the Book of Baruch — History of Jere- 
miah and his Disciples Baruch and Abimelech — From the Book of Paralipo- 
mena found in the Books of the Greeks. 

8. The Vision of Enoch — The Seventh Vision of Daniel. 

9. The Testaments of the XII Patriarchs. 

10. The Third Book of Esdras. 

1 1. Inquiries made by Esdras of the Angel about the Souls of Men. 

Of the above, Group 1 has been also translated by Dr. Erwin 
Preuschen in a tract entitled Die Apocryphen gnostischen Adam- 
schriften, Giessen, 1900. He argues that this class of apocryphs 
originated among the Sethiani, an early Gnostic sect, of ascetic and 
anti-Jewish tendencies, who set Seth upon a pedestal alongside of 
Christ. 

The members of Groups 2, 4, and 9 are sufficiently well known. 
No. 3 has affinities with the account of Moses given by Josephus in 
his Antiquities and with the Assumption of Moses, edited by Dr. 
Charles. No. 5 is an unimportant group, and the same remark applies 
to Group 8, in which the Vision of Enoch is not the famous apocryph, 
but a composition of the age of Heraclius, to which time the Seventh 
Vision of Daniel also belongs. 

Group 6 consists of commonplace documents, which seem, how- 
ever, to be of pre-Christian origin. The members of Group 7 may be 
of equal age, with the exception of the last, which is Christian. The 
story related in them all is nearly identical with what is given in the 
Apocalypse of Baruch, edited by Dr. Charles. The Armenian book of 
Esdras is well known. Dr. Issaverdens prints the old Armenian text 
opposite the English. No. n is a Christian compilation, and con- 
tains an account of the seven heavens similar to that found in the 
Slavonic Enoch. It is read in the burial service of a priest as given 
in a ritual of the year 1208 preserved at Venice. Much of it is also 
found in an earlier Armenian document, the Acts of St. Callis- 
tratus, translated in my Monuments of Early Christianity. 

It is to be wished that this volume may meet with so favorable a 
reception as to encourage the learned Mechitarist Fathers of Venice 
to publish in Armenian at least the many valuable New Testament 
apocryphs contained in their manuscripts. 

F. C. CONYBEARE. 

Oxford, England. 



